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SOCIETY IN FANCY DRESS FORTY YEARS AGO
Rare of of Social Who

Ball in Was
the Event of the Time
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Collection Photographs Celebrities
Attended Elaborate 1875-Af- fair

Sensational

MRS. LEVITT
(Nee Gandy)

MISS ELSIE BARLOW
Sister Judge Barlow, afterward Stephen

w.

MISS OELRICHS
(Mrs. William Jay)

spring of JS7i", score yearn ago, there
IN given In New York a funry dress ball which occupies

a place of peculiar Importance In social history of
the t.'lty. Tim Spn 1m permitted to teproduce a

collection of photographs of some of those who took part
In It. Doubtless these pictures will he to many of greater
Interest than historical aspect of the ball. In those
faraway days every one not have his hlHtory recorded
photographically from time of bis birth on. Therefore
photographs such as these are unusual. In them social
leaders of y are as they looked when debutantes.
In them also are social leaders who have passed away
after enjoyment of all honors society can confer.

Historically It Is Important because It was one of
last notable entertainments of era then dosing. New
York very different then from what It Is The
social centre far downtown. The srciic of dance
was Dclmnnlco's, at Fifth avenue and Fourteenth wtreet.

It was a period of rapid multiplication of large
fortunes. Willi Increased wealth came Increased expendi-
tures In living and entertaining. Society was adopting more

MISS WHITNEY

and more the customs and formalities of Kurupe, with
result that Its pleasures were enjoyed on a more elaborate
scale. The result was a crowing magnificence which had Its
llrst, most striking manifestation some eight years later
at famous Vandcrhllt ball.

Yet the change was more on the surface than In
makeup of society Itself. It was an evolution, not n revolu-
tion. There was no change of dynasty. The old social
leaders were not displaced; rather they gathered more
power. The names attached to plctutes are as familiar
in social annals y as they were then. Society Itself
worked out the evolution. Indeed, to one of young
ladles at the subscription dance of 187"., destined afterward
to have a notable social career on continents, Is given
much of the credit devising splendors and bringing
about tremendous success of Vanderbllt ball.

So this subscription dance of spring of 1S7S marked
an epoch in its way. And aside from their importuiicc as
human documents, from their social Interest, these photo-
graphs are worth studying. If only from their revelations
of feminine fashions of forty years ago.
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MISS MINNIE STEVENS
(Lady Arthur Paget)
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